BIBLE INTERPRETATION #7
How to Interpret Parables

Matthew 13:24-30
Parable (paraballo) means: to cast alongside

     A parable is an extended simile


A parable illustrates a spiritual truth, by comparing that truth to a simple story.

Every parable has:  ONE CHIEF POINT OF COMPARISON

HERMENEUTICAL RULE #8:  Consider only the principle parts of a parable

     when drawing doctrinal conclusions.
Parables are either fictional or conceptual
     Fictional:


2 Samuel 12:1-7 – 


     Nothing about Nathan’s story is true.  It was only used to illuminate David’s sin.

     Conceptual:


James 3:1-6 – 


    James is illustrating a characteristic true of all people.


    Some parables paint a picture but do not add fictitious characters or a story line

Four steps to healthy parable interpretation:
1. Determine whether the parable is conceptual or fictional.

2. Determine the chief purpose of the parable.
3. Define the different parts of the parable in relation to the chief purpose. 
4. Use only the Principle parts of the parable in determining doctrinal truth.

The rest is just actors / scenery / props 

Practice:  
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Luke 16:19-31
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