BIBLE INTERPRETATION
Everyone believes something about God – Even people who claim to hate theology
     Which denomination believes correctly?
      “There are so many denominations, so many beliefs, I just don’t know what

        to believe anymore.”    “It’s impossible to know what is right!”

“Christians can believe anything they choose”
     Are there many “truths” and many legitimate ways to arrive at “truth”?
     Correct Bible interpretation would eliminate doctrinal divisions in the world. 
Fire Engines
“Tossed Salad”   On a thick bed of personal opinion and convictions,
 scatter about your choice of religious platitudes and supporting quotes. 
 Sprinkle with Bible verses to taste.  Toss.
     It IS POSSIBLE to know what the Bible means.
     The books of the Bible are written to communicate specific ideas
Hermeneutics - (Hermes)  Messenger of the gods
 “The science and methodology of interpretation”  - Webster
Hermeneutics -  The Art and science of Bible interpretation.

Science - It is a discipline in gaining knowledge, which requires study and method.

Art -  It requires the ability to perceive what is the meaning of an other’s expression. 
(Intuitive) Natural insight
Poetry communicates more than mere facts – Impressions, feelings which are real.  
(Donald Miller, “Searching for God knows what”  pg.56-57)


Anguish of Jeremiah / joy of Song of Solomon / contrition of David
WE ARE READING SOMEONE ELSE’S MAIL – IT WAS WRITTEN TO COMMUNICATE SOMETHING SPECIFIC.
     News interviews – intentionally leave out important information to slant the story.
Poor Bible interpretation is at least one of three things:

Defiant - “I’ll believe what I want to believe”    


     “I’ll gladly distort truth to hold my own preconceived notions.”
Lazy -      “I don’t want to spend the time to study truth, Its easier to just
 guess or follow someone else at their word.”   


Emotional -
“It feels good to believe my way”     




“I’m comfortable in my error, truth is relative to how I feel.” 
HERMENEUTICAL RULE:  YOU MUST UNDERSTAND WHAT A PASSAGE SAYS
         BEFORE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS.


The Holy Spirit causes us to desire God’s message – as He meant it

There are four gaps in understanding any ancient document.
1.  Language gap – “My laptop crashed” in 100 years? – “party line”
2.  Cultural gap – Jonah refused to go to Nineveh (Assyrian cruelty)
3.  Geographical gap – unfamiliar places, distances / measurements
4.  Philosophical gap
Bible dictionaries, concordances and commentaries help with these gaps.
Gaps must be bridged in order to understand what the Scripture passage means.

2 Peter 3:3-13 (specifically vv.8-9)  
       What does Peter say?







       What does he mean?
