PREPARING A BIBLE STUDY, PART I
Book Study

(TAKE A LOOK AT THE FOREST)
1. PRAYER – Ask the Holy Spirit to direct in alertness, observation and
    understanding.

2. READ AND REREAD – Read at least five times at one sitting. 

3. WRITE DOWN OBSERVATIONS – Write down impressions, questions and
          perceived problems.

4. STUDY BACKGROUND – Use a study Bible, commentaries and / or Bible
  
     encyclopedias / dictionaries.
Answer these questions:

· Who was the author?

· What were the author’s circumstances?

· Where and when was the book written?

· To whom was the book written?

· Why was this book written?

5. SYNOPSIZE – Draw some general conclusions about your book.
· Make a list of contents by topic.

· Determine the author’s emotional tone.

· Write down all repetitive words and reoccurring themes. 

· Make note of the author’s emphasis of particular points.

· Give the book a new title in five words or less.

6. APPLICATION:  What area in my live would God have me change in light of this

      book?
     You may need to extract timeless principles from some passages to avoid misapplication
     Application has to be PERSONAL, PRACTICAL, POSSIBLE and PROVABLE
